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Chiistmas Card Ideas

By: Linda FHling

Your friends, welatives and neightors are eagely locking forward to your annual Christmas phete cards.
But how de you make this year's holiday card weally fresh and exiginal? FHere are seven ideas te felp you
mafke your new phote Christmas cards stand eut.

1. Ge black and white phote for a dramatic lock. Many digital cameras have a setting that will enalile you to
take your photo in tlack and white. Ox you can change a color snapshot te grayscale in your phote editing

s . IJf you don't fnew how to do it yourself, mast phote card companies can deo it for you at ne extra
charge.

2. Ghe mone, the mewiier. This year, include more than just the Rids in your photo Chistmas cards. Get in the
picture with them! One year my uncle semarked that while fie enjoyed teceiving a phote of the kids every
year, fe would life to see a picture of ws, tac. Se, gathex the entive family, even the pets. Und if you have an
opportunity duing the year te attend a large family get together with grandparents, uncles, aunts and cous-
ins, you might consider using a large group family photo.

3. Pack the Santa hat on vacation. Whether you've gaing to the beach, sightseeing in the city or pumptin pick-
ing in the fall, bring along a heliday prop ox twe, such as a Chuistmas stocking ex enament. When you're
taking phatos of your family excursion, include a few with everyone fhelding o wearing the Christmas props
fox refestiingly different foliday phioto.

4. Fhink pexsenality. While you might enjoy a posed phate of your children all cleaned up, in nice clothies,
with not even a hair out of place, it deesn't show off theix real persenalities. For more intexesting phote

Christmas cards, tuy taking some candid photes of your kids deing things they enjoy. O pase them with
props that seflect their intexests ox accomplisfiments.

5. Scrapliack a page. If you'te creative, you can put tegether several crapped phates and your greeting on
tiliday background paper, then photograph ox scan it to be used as your photo Christmas card. Since mast
phate card companies use 4 x 6 inch photos to preduce your cards, tim a standard 12 « 12 inch scrapbook-

ing page to. 12 inchies wide by § inches high as your background for your layout.

6. Embellish it. Even if you have already ordeted standard phote Christmas cards, you might still be abile to
jazz them up a bit. Check aut the scrapboceking aisles in your local craft stexe for ting embellisfuments, such
as bows, wibbons, and other holiday dimensional items. Jhese are practically flat, since they are meant for a
scuaplock page, se they will still fit into your envelope after you glue them on your cards.

Se, den't be afraid to try something a Uittle different with your phote Christmas cards this year. With a Clittle
imagination, your fliday photoe cards will be tuuly special.
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