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Decarating a Chuistmas Tuee

1. Selecting a Jnee

Remembier your tree will have a visual impact and be the focal peint of your waem throughout the holiday season. The
size of your tree will pantially be detenmined by fow much space you have in your weom, but alse Reep in mind these
factens to enfiance showing off you exnament collection. Jhe maore branch tips on the tree, the more ornaments you can
hang. If you want an infeunal lock, choose a tree with bong needles and upswept branches. For a formal appearance,
select a tree with shont needles and herizental ox dewn swept branches. If you are purchasing an artificial tree you
should tafe sterage inte consideration and cheose a tree that allews you te stove it with the lights attached.

2. Lighting the Tnee

U general wile of thumb is te use cne strand of 40-50 lights per foot of tree. Of counse, the simplest way is to purchase
pre-lit tree that is hinged for easy storage. But if you are stanting from scratch, wemembien the lights should be stuung
thuoughaout the tree, not stuetched cvex the tips of the branches. Tuck youn lights arcund the trunk, weave them in and

paextant.

3. Adding Garband
Fhere are sevenal ways te place galand en a tree. The mast traditicnal is te swag galand, beginning on the bottom, at
the back of the tree. Swag the galand from tip te tip, wsing 12” te 20” swags, depending on the width of the tree and
then twist the garland en each tip. The swags should become smaller as you go up the tree. Otfier styles are te doubile
swag the garkand with ene wow falling lawer than the atfier o ta spinal the galand at an angle an the twee. There are
alse many types of garland to cheose frem, including traditional bevwy o gold leaf garland to elegant Vintage tlown
glass beads, cuystal beads and many mose.

4. Using Filter
Filling the spaces inside the tree creates an enchanting look from the inside cut. This is the step that many fousefeld
tree deconatons den’t fnow abiout. Filling inside space adds interest and compliments the cverall moaod of the tree. You
can use exnaments, wiblion, garland, bows, fruit, teys, mivwons, small gifts, cards ox pinecones, whatever fits your
theme.
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5. Creating a Themed Juee

T make a streng statement, it is impotant te cheose a deminant subject ox colon for your tree. Mast trees lock best
with a balance of teature, shape, size and color but this should e tied together with ene element being dominant. For
example, if your existing ornament collection fias ne theme, you can create ene by introducing a significant quantity
of ane calor ox shape.

6. Design Theme

Repetition estabilishes design and can fielp create the theme of your tree. Using different shapes in the same color ax
nepeating the same teature in different calons alse werks. Make cheosing exnaments easy by categorizing your prod-
ucts inte themes that can mix and match each other, such as the antigue book of Chuistmas Past blending with the
nastalgic toys of Santa and Fiends. The Rey is te feep your theme in a basic motif — cutdeors and nature, angelic
and wemantic, folf axt and handcrafted, Westenn and Seuthuwest, antique glass and heiloems, nostalgic and fami-
ly, etc.

7. Fbanging Ownaments

Finst you must deteunine fow many exnaments you will need for the size of you tree. Jt is not an exact science, but
you can use a wough foumula te achieve the bock you might like for your display which is approximately 40 orna-
ments per foot of tree. For example if you are decorating a 7 feot tree you will need abiout 280 ernaments. Ulse, you
wil need to estabilish symmetry te your tree by hanging the largest quantity of oxnaments finst, then the neaxt largest
and se farth. Be sure axnaments are suspended and hang freely s they are not tauching atfien branches. Shiny fin-
istes should be hung before matte ox soft finistes, and bright colons before muted colons. Each size, shape, teature
and colon should be distuiliuted over the entive tree. Larger exnaments should be placed on the lower part of the tree
for balance. Fer dvamatic effects you can cluster several axnaments, cembining different colons, sizes ar shapes in
ane bunch, bound together with a ibbon or bow. These can be placed symmetrically throughout the tree er jeined and
placed as a swag spinaling the tree.

Unother impontant tree decorating hint is te use green coated anament hocks. Jhey come in twe different lengths se
you can get an assontment of height when placing exnaments which adds dimensien. Mast peaple prefer the green
coating because the wire seems invisibile against green tree branches. Jhe best thing abieut these fooks is that yeu can
pinch and lock them sc exnaments won’t fall off the tree.
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8. Dare to be Different

One neason display tees gual cur attention is because they dare to be different. You can use actual wooed chairs, feot-
balls and sponts equipment, garden nakes with vegetabiles, bouguets of dried flowens and fancy hats blended in the
buanches of their tree. dding bold new ideas mafkes the tree fun and it is cextain to create cenversation. Jf you want to
decorate you tree with ownaments your childen have made thuoughout the years, be imaginative by adding stuffed ani-
mals with Christmas #ibben, train sets, faverite stowylbocks and a nocking herse. Fill in the ocxnaments that compliment
you child’s intevests. Makke the entive tree your children’s stowy with their personal belongings. They Ul love it!

Unather interesting way to highlight favarite on heiloam axnaments is ta use mation. One of the top selling items aver
the past several years has been the Ownamotion moter, designed te move crnaments up and down ex in a civcular pat-
tewn. You can alse add magic te your tree with liquid metion of bubibile lights. Finst appearing in the eady 1940’s, the
calarful fluid bamps have again became a sentimental favenite, neintroduced in a vaviety of calons and styles. Balance
thuoughaout the tree, motion bamps can add an exciting new dimension to tree decorating.

9. She Tuee Skint

Covering the base of your tree can be as theughtful a process as choosing your tree. Ufter all, the tree skint deesn’t just
couver the base of the tree, it is spread cut as an invitation for all these gifts to entice us until Christmas day. For a uni-
forum look, tree shints come with matching stockings to hang on the fireplace. Many fames use a traditional tree shint
handed down from family te family. T you den’t have an heiloem, ox can’t find a tree skint that fits your theme, use
youwr imagination. Tuy a favorite quilt ox thuow, a pacdle skint for a etwo theme, calorful wugs on Christmas towels,
fabuic that ties in with your cxnament colon schieme an favorite wrapping paper. A children’s tree skint could be pages
from a celoring book the children coloved and taped tegether.

10. Japping the Tnee

A tradition in many homes is this final tee decoration step Uifting the youngest child up te place a special stax, finial,
bow or angel on top of the tree. This crawning tauch creates memaries and makes the statement that the tree is complet-
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