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CHRISTMAS BY
Z ENITH

FHosting a Chuistmas Santy

Chluistmas is fast approaching. This is the time of year that evenyone begins to. think abieut heliday party
planning. Jhe weather is turning colder, frost appears on the noofs in the mexning and retail stores axe dis-
playing decerations and lights. Tf you will be hosting a paxty this holiday seasen, fere are a few tips that

» Plan your Christmas party well in advance. Make the menu and decide on a Christmas theme and decora-
ticns by the middle of November. his will give you time to get everything in place before the big night.

* Send out the invitations at least thiee weeks afiead of time. This allows people ta slot your paty inte their
tusy foliday schedule. Be sure to include a self-addiessed stamped envelope with the invitations and a
RSVP nequest by a specified date. This enabiles you to know well afiead of time how many guests will be
attending.

* Heep the party menu simple and, if a party theme is being used, feep the food geared to the theme. For in-
stance, if your theme is Victorian, sewe foads that weuld have been sewed at a Victorian Christmas party.
These can include Christmas cake, plum pudding, sugarplums, nuts ef all types, prunes, dates and candied
chewties are just a few of the foods that would ge with this theme. Jhere are hundreds of Victorian Christmas
secipes available online, ox check aut your local libwary for a Victorian Chuistmas cooklicok.

* Cheese trays and finger foeds are always pepular, as are homemade dessents. Make up cheese and pickle
trays, sandwiches and otfier finger foods. Uppetizens can include sbnimp cocktail, spring wolls, garlic bread
and cheese and breaded stnimp. Dessents can include tasts, pies, pastiies and squares.

* Be sure to provide a wide selection ef beverages that include both aleeficlic and nen-aleoholic duinks. Nt
all guests will want alceficlic beverages. Jea and ceffee are a must, as are juices and seda. Wlcehalic bever-
ages should include beer, eggnog, Juish Cream ligueuwr, wum, whiskey, wine and vodka. his will assuxe that
* Decorate according to your Christmas theme and plan your menu accordingly. Unathier idea is to nequest
that guests dress ta weflect the party’s theme. This mafies for a fun and interesting evening.

WUse the tips in this asticle te thriow a great Christmas paxty this fheliday seasen. (L unique Christmas theme
will make your paty the tall of your friends and family fox weeks to came.
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